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(54) Title: CLOTHES HANGER 
(57) Abstract 

The clothes hanger is provided with a 
hook (2) and two arms extending away 
from said hook. The arms are each 
formed by a bottle-type container (4). 
The hook (2) preferably has a screw 
thread (8) for each bottle-type container. 
The bottle-type containers (4) are each 
detachably screwed into one of these 
screw threads ( 1 2) by their mouth (7). 
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Clothes Hanger 

This invention relates to a clothes hanger with a hook and two arms projecting from said 
hook. 


The object of the invention is to create a clothes hanger that preserves the shape of the 
articles of clothing hung on it and can nevertheless be manufactured very economically. 

The invention teaches that this object can be accomplished by a clothes hanger of the 
type described above in which each of the arms is formed by a bottle-shaped container. 
Beverage bottles, among other things, have an essentially cylindrical shape with 
rounded edges and are extremely well-suited as supports for clothes. The drinking 
bottles provide a seamless and very protective support for articles of clothing. Used 
plastic beverage bottles are particularly well suited for use as the bottle-shaped 
containers. These bottles are very lightweight and yet retain their shape very well. The 
clothes hanger claimed by the invention is therefore particularly well suited for the 
recycling of used beverage bottles. The used beverage bottles simply need to be 
cleaned, which means that the recycling process consumes very little energy. 

In one development of the invention, each of the bottle-shaped containers is fastened 
by means of its mouth to the hook. A fastening of this type is particularly simple and 
stable if the hook has a thread for each bottle-shaped container and each of the bottle- 
shaped containers is screwed into one of these threads by means of its mouth. The 
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bottle-shaped containers can then be fastened to the hook and removed from it very 
easily. The hook need only be provided with two threads. Because threads of this type 
are standard on beverage bottles, a great many different types of beverage bottles can 
be used. 

The hook can be manufactured very economically in the form of an injection molded 
plastic part. Other materials can also be used, however, such as iron, wood and similar 
materials. The hook can also be provided with a wire loop. 

Clothes hangers as taught by the invention are also well suited for use as advertising 
media. 

The invention also relates to a hook for a clothes hanger. This hook is characterized by 
two fastening means that are provided for the fastening of two bottle-shaped containers. 
Because beverage bottles can be found in almost every household, the manufacture of 
the clothes hanger can be limited to the manufacture of the hook. The arms are then 
manufactured by the user, by fastening his or her own beverage bottles. The user can 
replace these arms with other bottle-shaped containers as necessary. Hangers of 
different sizes can be created by using different sizes of bottles. For transport, the size 
of the hanger can be reduced by removing the bottles. 

One exemplary embodiment of the clothes hanger taught by the invention is described 
in greater detail below and is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in which: 


Figure 1 


is a view of a clothes hanger as claimed by the invention with an article of 
clothing indicated in broken lines, 
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Figure 2 is a schematic illustration of the fastening of a beverage bottle to a hook 

Figure 3 is a view of a hook in partial cross section, 

and 

Figure 4 is a view of the hook in the direction indicated by Arrow IV in Figure 3. 
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Figure 1 shows a jacket 5 which is hung on a clothes hanger 1 . This clothes hanger 1 
consists essentially of a hook 2 and two bottle-shaped containers 4 which are fastened 
to said hook. 

To fasten the bottle-shaped containers to the hook 2, the hook 2, as shown in Figure 3, 
has two threads 12 which are formed by threaded caps 11, each of which is inserted 
into a recess 10 of a fastening part 3 of the hook. The covers 1 1 are fastened in the 
recesses 10 in a suitable manner such as by locking, latching and/or by means of a 
suitable adhesive or by welding. The thread 12 can also be formed directly on the 
fastening part 3, however. The hook 2 can be a single-story injection molded part, for 
example. 

Each of the bottle-shaped containers 4 is screwed by means of a thread 8 on its mouth 
7 in the direction indicated by the arrow 9 onto one of the two threads 12 as illustrated in 
Figure 2. The threads 12 are opposite each other and are oriented so that the two 
bottle-shaped containers 4 fastened to the hook 2 are at an appropriate angle to each 
other, which angle is preferably greater than 90 degrees. The fastening of the bottle- 
shaped containers 4 to the hook 2 is preferably although not necessarily detachable. 
The threaded connection shown here can also be replaced by other suitable 
connections, such as snap connections or locking connections. 

The hook 2 is preferably made of plastic using the injection molding process. The curve 
6 of the hook 2, however, can also be a curve made of wire or a similar material. It is 
also conceivable that the hook can be made of wood or another suitable material. 
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Claims 


1 . Clothes hanger with a hook (2) and two arms projecting from it, characterized by 
the fact that the arms are each formed by a bottle-shaped container (4). 

2. Hanger as claimed in Claim 1 , characterized by the fact that each of the bottle- 
shaped containers (4) is fastened by means of its mouth (7) to the hook (2). 

3. Hanger as claimed in Claim 2, characterized by the fact that the bottle-shaped 
containers (4) are each detachably fastened to the hook (2). 

4. Hanger as claimed in Claims 2 or 3, characterized by the fact that the hook (2) 
has a thread (8) for each bottle-shaped container (4), and each of the bottle- 
shaped containers (4) is screwed into one of these threads (12) by means of its 
mouth (7). 

5. Hanger as claimed in one of the Claims 1 to 4, characterized by the fact that the 
bottle-shaped containers (4) are plastic bottles, in particular beverage bottles 
made of plastic. 

6. Hanger as claimed in one of the Claims 1 to 5, characterized by the fact that a 
fastening part (3) for the detachable fastening of the bottle-shaped containers (4) 
is located on the lower end of the hook (2). 


7. 


Hanger as claimed in Claim 6, characterized by the fact that two screw caps (11) 
are inserted into the fastening part (3), into each of which bottle caps a bottle- 
shaped container (4) is screwed. 
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8. Hook for a hanger, characterized by two fastening means (3), each of which is 
provided for the fastening of a bottle-shaped container (4). 

9. Hook as claimed in Claim 8, characterized by the fact that each of the fastening 
means (3) has a thread (12). 

10. Hook as claimed in Claim 9, characterized by the fact that it is manufactured in 
the form of a plastic injection molded part. 
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2. Citations and explanations 

1. Prior art 


Reference is made to the following document: 


Dl: FR-A-2 719 207 


2 . Independent Claim 1 

2.1 The subject matter of independent Claim 1 is novel 
and appears to involve an inventive step. 

2.2 Document Dl is considered to be the closest prior 
art over the subject matter of Claim 1. It specifies 
a clothes hanger with a hook 10, 20, 30 and two arms 
extending away from said hook. 


2.3 The subject matter of Claim 1 therefore differs from 
the known clothes hanger in the features of the 
characterising part of said claim. 


2.4 The problem addressed by the present invention can 
be seen as that of creating a clothes hanger that 
acquires the shape of the items of clothing and yet 
can be produced at a very reasonable cost. 
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3. 

3.1 

3.2 


The clothes hangers from the available prior art do 
not make any suggestions as to how the clothes 
hanger from Dl can be further developed in order to 
solve the stated problem and it is therefore not an 
obvious step for a person skilled in the art to 
shape the arms of the clothes hanger as bottle- 
shaped containers . 

Independent Claim 8 

The subject matter of Claim 8 cannot be considered 
novel for the following reasons (PCT Article 33(2)): 

Dl specifies a 

hook 10, 20, 30 for a clothes hanger (cf. Fig.l and 
page 1, lines 1-5), which has attachment means 10 
that are provided on the hook for the attachment of 
two bottle-shaped containers (cf. page 4, lines 26- 


As mentioned in Box VIII, the bottle-shaped 
containers are not components of the claimed hook. 
The hook is therefore only specified during use with 
the containers. Moreover, the attachment means, 
shown in Dl as locking connections 10, are suitable 
for the attachment of two bottle-shaped containers, 
as the application clearly shows in the description 
on page 4, lines 23-28. 

Dependent Claims 9-10 


31) . 


Dependent Claims 9, 10 appear to contain no 
additional features which, combined with the 
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4.2 


features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
PCT requirements for inventive step. The reasons are 
as follows: 

Claim 9: Screw threads are generally considered 
equivalent to the attachment means known from Dl 
since they fulfil the same function. Moreover, in 
this case, no additional technical effect is 
achieved by using a screw thread as an attachment 


Claim 10: Dl specifies that the clothes hanger can 
be made of plastic as an injection-moulded 
component, see page 1, lines 8-11. 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



are fully 


1. 


Claim 8 


Claim 8 does not meet the requirements of PCT 

Article 6 for the following reasons: 

The subject matter of independent Claim 8 defi 


thereof to the bottle-shaped containers, which are 
not components of the claimed hook. The hook is only 
defined during use with the containers (cf. 
Guidelines C-III, 4.8a). 

Furthermore, the invention does not exactly relate 
to a hook for a clothes hanger but to a central part 
for a clothes hanger which has a hook and two arm 
stops disposed in opposite directions with 
attachment means. 


the hook's attachment means by the relationship 
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